Dr M D Warren (London School ofHygiene and Tropical Medicine)
Future Needs A number of recent official reports have suggested changes in the structure of the health services and in the functions of some groups of doctors that demand a considerable increase in and variety of postgraduate training in epidemiology and community medicine. The more pressing of the suggested changes are the recommendations of the Todd Report (Todd 1968 ) for increased teaching of community medicine and related subjects in the undergraduate medical curriculum, during the three years of general professional training and the two or more years of further professional training. To provide this extra teaching, 60 additional medical graduates are probably required in university departments of social medicine, the vast majority in the London medical schools.
Diploma in Public Health courses have in the past tried to meet the needs both of future medical administrators and of doctors following careers in the clinical aspects of preventive medicine, particularly child health. In future, the postgraduate training of these two groups of doctors is likely to be separated. As a consequence of the new recommendations of the General Medical Council and of the Todd Report, if the health services are unified as suggested in the Green Paper (Ministry of Health 1968) , the future training of medical administrators must concentrate on epidemiology, behavioural sciences and the principles of administration and the application of these to the planning, management and evaluation of hospital and community health services. The Sheldon Committee (Ministry of Health, Central Health Services Council 1967) foresees that much of the surveillance of healthy children now carried out by local health authority doctors will become the responsibility of general practitioners in group practices working with attached health visitors. There may also be a number of senior medical officers on the staff of the proposed Assessment Centre for Handicapped Children. All of these doctors will need further training in developmental pediatrics and in community medicine.
Another new need for training in community medicine that is emerging is for the chairmen of hospital medical executive committees likely to be appointed on the lines set out in the 'Cogwheel' Report (Ministry of Health & Joint Consultants Committee 1967) . At present there is little such training available for these consultants who could well occupy a key role in the future of health services.
There can be no doubt that the first priority in postgraduate training in epidemiology and community medicine is training future teachers.
[The issues mentioned here are discussed in detail by Morris & Warren (1969) .]
